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The Following is a compilation of three texts close to the heart of the Wombles - “BodyHammer” 
is a technical manual on D.I.Y. protection as tried and tested at an increasing number of events 
worldwide.Trague _ Lessons Learned” was written after the events in Prague at the IMF 
conference on September 26 th 2000, and before the inception of the UK Wombles. While it 
remains inconclusive, it broadly sets the background that led to the coming together of individuals 
under the Wombles banner.The third and final text was distributed at this years anarchist bookfair 
and includes personal input from various Wombles as well as an up-to-date diary of actions. 

At the very least, the Wombles are a tactic - a means of protecting ourselves and each other from 
increasing police violence at demonsrations and actions, and we encourage everyone else to do 
the same.We’re not a vanguard, or some sort of anti-police police force and we don’t push any 
dogma or manifesto.We are part of a long line of cultural and militant struggle that stretches back 
through history, a history of people coming together as equals to find effective ways or ridding 
society of dogmatic authoritarianism, be it from the Left, Right or, in the case of religion, from 
Above. 

We acknowledge that “in as much as the grand social circus has been created through the forced 
labours of the people, so, by our labours will it be destroyed” (Crass 1984).We don’t ask 
politicians to “save the world “ for us and nor do we expect them to do so.The system cannot be 
changed from within, not in any profound way.lt can only be replaced. 

Equally, we don’t want others to expect us to do the job for them at actions and demonstrations. 
That’s not what we’re about. Less than a dozen Wombles made a significant difference to the 
events at Mayday 2001, out of all proportion to their numbers. Imagine if their were dozens of us 
next time, or hundreds...that’s where you come in I suppose. 
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merits to squelch the voice of protesters with great ease, and even better 

It is the interest of this booklet to help preserve our - 

freedoms of speech and public movement in expressing / 
ourselves. The objective is not to ‘up the ante or encour- j 
age street battles. No one sets out to engage the police or| 
the army. We are on the streets to be seen and heard, t 
but find it ever more difficult as arrests and injuries from • 
policing forces aim to shut our voices out of the general 

^ One benefit of our modern and wasteful mass con¬ 
sumption society is that it allows us to protect ourselves 
from these forces. We have the material and the means 
to defend our protests and to keep the police at a dis¬ 
tance Our method is self-defence. We march with a 
mission and should those in power order others to stop 
us, we have a right to defend our bodies as much as our 

This book was written to help preserve the freedom 
of movement and assembly. Most of this book was heavi¬ 
ly inspired to the White Overalls movements in Europe 
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Americas can also find such strength in our voices. 
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A Roman relief depicting a testudo formation. 






Part I 

Shield varieties and construction 


The type of shield you are looking to use depends on the main factors of speed of construc¬ 
tion, concealment, the actions you will be involved in and materials on hand. 

Selecting a shield type 

As persons who perform self-defence presumably without the use of a weapon, there are a 
wide array of options in shield tactics. For our purposes, we are interested in forming a 
shield wall formation providing for freedom of movement and defence. This means that you 
can choose between using a shield with the traditional one-arm method, or a two-handed 
method. While a one-armed shield provides more maneuverability, two-armed shields give 
greater strength in defending oneself and pushing away the attacker. As a person is other¬ 
wise unarmed, the two-handed shield should be considered a strong choice and critical to 
the center of any shield wall. The methods of both will be described below. 

The other issue is the type of shield design While much of this is based on costs and 
available materials, there are other factors to keep in mind. 

Transportation: If your action requires the crossing of a border bring materials for shields 
that can double as everyday items. A large cardboard box (filled with old books perhaps) in 
the back seat or a few non-inflated inner-tubes for your river-rafting trip will be easy to slip 
by authorities. 

Concealment: Taking the shield in transit from where you are staying to the action s con¬ 
vergence spot could find you some trouble. Large shields of course are harder to conceal. 
The advantage of inflatable shields is that they can be constructed while actually at the con¬ 
vergence spot pretty quickly. 

Movement: If you are expecting to have to run some and fear that there wont be enough 
members of a shield wall to provide walking protection, larger scutum (tower) shields can be 
very difficult to run with. While being held in position your knees may hit the bottom of the 
shield and otherwise its rather bulky. 

Type of action: Hopefully you will have a sense for what type of direct action is being planned 
in general as well as what means of force the police plan on using. Larger shields are bet¬ 
ter for protecting against projectile weapons, while smaller ones are more maneuverable for 
defending against truncheons. Never underestimate what the police will do, but if you know 
that their force is not equipped with rubber bullets or the like, you can presume that hand 
to hand fighting is more likely. Also, if the type of action requires defending a perimeter, 
larger shields are better if nothing else for their imposing appearance. 

Shield shapes and advantages 

A note: The simpler, DIY method presumes that shields will be made more flat, while tradi¬ 
tionally, all shields were rounded to better deflect blows and cover the body. Rounded 
shields are considerably more difficult to construct with most materials. Also, for our pur¬ 
poses here, shields with hard an not rounded corners are generally more adaptable, so con¬ 
sider squaring out a shape (e.g. the basic curved round shield becomes a flat "square" 
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shield). 

Round shield: 

The most basic (and simplest to construct with a garbage can lid) 
are small round shields usually measuring 21/2 to 3 feet in 
diameter. This is a common shield size for the police in several 
European countries. It is compact and easy to use, providing pro¬ 
tection for the head and torso. This is also the shape you will 
have using an inner-tube variant. 




Heater. A viking era round shield. 

The heater shape is the classic medieval 

looking shield with a flat top and rounded, tapering bottom. It pro¬ 
vides the hard edge top, which can be used as a tool in grappling 
as well as better lower protection. If you follow any given SCA 
directions, you will probably end up with 
something like this. 


A heater-shaped sliield. 


Kite shape: 

the kite shape is the traditional Viking and Norman pattern with 
either rounded or sharp edges generally resembling a kite. The elon¬ 
gated bottom protects more of your lower torso (privates included) 
and parts of your legs, and yet isn’t as difficult to walk with as a 
tower shield. 




Roman scutum shields. 


Scutum or Tower shield: 

The tall, slightly curved on the horizontal 
plane shield is the old standard of the 
Roman Testudo formation. It is also A Norman kite shield, 
approximately the style which most police 

riot shields are shaped as. Police variants differ from about 30-40 
inches in height, whereas the old Roman shield could reach some 
4 1/2 feet (or at least that high, relative to how short they were 
back then). At the larger size end, make the shield so that you have 
space for both your feet to walk underneath and your eyes to peer 
over. The advantage is clearly full body protection without having 
to move the shield. Visually, it is also the most imposing, and it 
provides ample space for a message to be written. Ideally, no for¬ 
mation is without some of these, however it is a shield that is cum¬ 
bersome, difficult to transport and almost impossible to use offen¬ 
sively other than pure shoving. This is the default size if using the 
pool raft inflatable variant. 
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Handles 


One-handed handles: 

First of all, we should cover the for¬ 
mat in which handles are applied, which 
is universal for any one-armed design. 
Simple grip handles in the middle of your 
shield will always work in a pinch. But 
they do not allow for the control that 
might be necessary in a hot situation. 
They are easy to pull away and don’t allow 
for as much flexibility. Really, if you don’t 
care to be precise than they will do fine in 



Depiction of handle placement on a heater-style shield. 


general situations. 

Constructing the handles themselves depend on the material you arc using. You may 
need to drill holes, or perhaps you can just punch them through. This also depends on if 
you wish to use a rope or leather strap or will need a straight hole for a store-bought metal 
handle. 

One-armed handles: 

The traditional shield handles function with one strap that your forearm passes 
through, up to just before your elbow. Then a handle should be found just where your hand 
can grasp. The angle of this set up is at 45° from the top and side of the shield. A quick 
way to determine the angle is to hold one comer of the shield and let it dangle, then draw a 
line straight down, perpendicular to the ground. Of course if you are building a round 
shield, this angle aspect doesn’t matter. Place the handle relatively close to the upper cor¬ 
ner. You can determine the exact position by holding the arm you will be using across your 
chest. The top of the shield should be a few inches above that. The horizontal position is 
dependant on the width of the shield, but remember that that corner is what will become an 
extension of your arm, so leave it near enough to the edge. 


Two-handed handles: 

Shields with two hands require a different sort of handle configuration. As one-armed 
shields are carried for left-right sweeps and up-down pivoting at the elbow, two-handed 
shields are primarily used for moving them back and forth. For this, position two vertical 
handles perpendicular from the top of the shield. The distance between the two vertical 
handles should be just about the width of your arms. The idea is to allow for a perfect push¬ 
ing action from your elbows bent at your sides out. If the spacing is a little more narrow 
than this, it will work almost as well. Adjust as feels comfortable. 

With any style of handles you use, remember that you will want to either wear thick 
gloves, or make sure that your knuckles have some clearance. Once the shield gets hit, your 
knuckles will be receiving the brunt of the blows. 
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Part II: 

Shield Employment 


One-armed method (traditional) 

directions. n . . Hno the elbow while keeping the 

“J—7h7d« outward arTd «. ,h. 

sese-s s=n - 

tic and forget the shield's primary purpose become too focused one oppo¬ 
nent as described 0 " Defence sUnce for “ ifbaY and 

& e s d rr b : 

resistance to being pushed back as well as the ^'^^J ^ 'neTwith no loss in balance, 
laterally. The shield can be swung °^ ltwa |' ® * ,. absorbe d by moving the left leg back 

“To t ta nZ .aposT right Sid, of your hod, - uo« b, facing 

your opponent. 

Two-handed method 

[f you have chosentouse Safa's a two-handedshieW operator, you are 

described above apply. The main difference such should be at the very 

TT" Sin P g°r“<TTTtSro', onlTtn.d shield, to b« behind and .. your .id,, 
advancing your arms should b, 

chest. When contact is made, your act |° n 13 a S ""P‘® anvt hing but a rigid manner. You 
the shield, you won’t have the opportum y o hopefully you will still be in your line 

can still tilt the direction of the shove as nee' b uthopc^llyyou ^ eit > er press 

and have compatriots at either side o Y 01 ^ effectively push forward, pull in and push 
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use your body weight to press forward. 

Your defensive stance will be similar to the one-armed method in that you position one 
leg ahead of the other, crouch slightly and brace yourself. The arms should be firm, but 
bend so that you can absorb part of the blow without having something break. Also, if your 
shield is large enough, you can counter act by crouching further behind and surging for¬ 
ward with a jump. This should be powerful enough to keep your opponent well at bay. 

Multi-person shields 

Some shields in this book can be modified for or are meant to be used with multiple 
people. While the tactics of formation movement are covered later, remember that there are 
certain things you can do to maintain the strength of multi-person shields. The first issue 
is often weight or difficulty in keeping up. Attending to the group with the shield should be 
others willing to take over for you. If you begin to tire, especially as multi-person shields 
can be heavy, opt out and perhaps even set up a rotation on long marches. 

Multi-person shields lose their effectiveness when one or two people lose the ability to 
maintain their position, so continue to look to your partners on the right and left. When 
bracing for defence, all people with the shield should crouch into the stances described 
above. Simple communication is the key for this. Often such shileds have to be held high 
but raising ones arms does not provide optimum strength. Make sure that everyone crouch¬ 
es so that the shortest person is able to hold the shield at a level close to his/her chest. 
Arms can then be locked out-stretched and provide the most strength for pushing forward 
or absorbing blows. Getting pinned with your arms above your head is probably the worst 
thing possible. 

The real difficulty comes in advance as multi-person shields requite uniform movment 
to be effective, especially when being confronted. The ability to wheel right or left depend 
solely on talking to eachother. Since such a shield is probably employed by small affinity 
groups, simple commands can be practiced as to how to pivot, charge together and take 
stances together. 





Part III: 

Shield varieties, their construction and other equipment 


Garbage can/barrel shields: 



The easiest shield to make 
is often one that is mostly pre¬ 
made for you. Found street 
items can often work wonderful¬ 
ly making construction quick 
and easy. Plastic garbage cans! 
are the easiest with lids turning 
into instant shields and the cansj 
themselves requiring little more 
than being cut in half. Orange 
construction barrels are a little 
bit more difficult to obtain, but! 
can similarly be used - howeverj 
they tend to be much ~3 


rounded and hence difficult 


Protesters crouch behind garbage can shields in Quebec City. April 20. 2001. 


grip in a one-armed style. 


Construction: 

With a can lid, you should be all set. That is unless you don’t want the awkward to 
use handle, which is not optimal for protecting yourself or advancing, but will do fine if you 
aren’t particular. If you desire a better grip, follow the above instructions. Furthermore, 
keep in mind that the handle is on the opposite side of what you might prefer. It should be 
attached so that the concave rounded side is what points outward. 

Ideal for tower shields, the body portion of a plastic trash can be used for two or three 
shields depending on the size of the can and the desired width. Larger, industrial trash con¬ 
tainers or barrels tend to be taller and will cover more area. With a saw, remove the bottom 
of the can and any handles on the side. Then cut the can into the desired portions. Size it 
up against your own body to find the desired width. Since the can is rounded, applying one- 
armed handles on the inside of the shield will be a little bit trickier. While it works fine in 
that manner, trashcan shields are also perfect for the two-handed grip style. If you are 
using it in this manner and plan on being in the front line of a Tortoise formation, consid¬ 
er using a hot knife to cut a small slit a few inches from the top to peer through. 

Tip: Do not forget for all shields about the need to place foam or another material along the 

part of the shield which you arm will reside behind. This should run from your knuckles at 
the grip down to your elbow on a one-armed shield. 

Inflatable shields: 


Quick to construct, easy to transport, inconspicuous and adding an extra bounce, inflat¬ 
able shields are a very clever variant. On the opposite extreme of an imposing shield wall, 
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using inflatable shields gives the disarming appearance that the police are busting up a 



beach party. 


Innertube shields on the move in Cancun, Mexico. 


There are two main variants of inflatable 
- rounded life-saver style and the tall, flat 
pool raft. The life-saver style is basically a round 
with some added thickness, whereas the 
raft can provide full body protection, 
they tend not to be very thick. 

Given what you will find, there are two vari¬ 
ants of the life-saver style. The slightly smaller 
and lightweight option is to purchase a small, 
inflatable personal pool flotation device. These 
are made from plastic and are easier to puncture 
plus have thinner walls, but are much easier to 
wield. Doubling up of two of these light tubes is 
also an option. The heavy and strong choice are 


U1JU U1 I I* * * » ixyvA ’ J ^ * - —-—-Q- 

large inner-tubes, often used for sitting in. These are thick, bouncy but quite heavy. Given 
their weight, they make considerably better options as a two-handed shield, providing for 


strong shoving action. 

The pool raft variant provides for a sort of tower shield, quite possibly one that is larger 
than your own body. If available, purchase rafts of the smallest variety, although due to 
their lightweight, an overly tall raft should not be too obtrusive. Because such cheap pool 
rafts are rather thin and not very rigid, it is recommended that you try to affix two of them 
together. Thicker, heavier and much sturdier rafts also exist for about four times the cost 
of a cheap one. 


Construction: 

Inflatable shields have the enormous advantage of being quick to construct just before 
a demonstration kicks off. With hard effort, it should take no more than 30 minutes to con¬ 
struct any of the variants in any style. Remember that while uninflated rafts are easy to 
explain to inquisitive officers, some of the other materials needed might not be. 

Option 1: The first option simply requires an awful lot of tape. Packaging tape or duct 
tape will work just fine. They key here is to strengthen the center area of the shield with 
tape so that it can sustain blows without puncturing. Of course this is especially critical 
with life-saver rafts that have an open center. Second of all, the tape is then used to fash¬ 
ion handles. This is where you decide if your shield will be a one- or two-handed variety. 
Follow the patterns for determining handle position and angle as universally described 
above. The tape is wrapped around and given slack in these areas and the slack portion is 
wadded so as to provide a thin grip. Make several passes to ensure strength. For raft 
shields that would require excessive amounts of tape when wrapped vertically, make the 
handles from small strips, place them in position and then secure them down at the top and 
bottom of the handles by wrapping tape horizontally. 

Option 2: Option two utilises some sort of thick plastic wrap such as a tarp, or failing 
that, a strong bedsheet or other large fabric. The intention here is to substitute the mas¬ 
sive amounts of tape in option one with a basic covering that can sustain blows while main¬ 
taining the bounce effect of the rafts. Either a small section of the tarp or fabric can be cut 
out to cover the needed area, or a much larger amount can be used to wrap the entire shield. 
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Then use strong tape to tightly secure the material and make sure it is taut enough to mam- 
tan the bounce factor. Be aware that packaging tape does not stick well to fabncs and that 
duct tape shouW be used in this case. Finally, fashion handles in the same manner as m 

option one. 


Cardboard based shields: 

Cardboard shields are relatively simple to make, or with a variety of construction options 
an become more complicated. The simpler variants are of matenal that would be simple to 
nass off under scrutiny by authorities. Carrying a cardboard box and a having a few stran s 
^f rope in your pocket probably wont bring much suspicion s you walk to a convergence 

location. cardboard shields, without much reinforcement are not going to 

be verv effective against baton blows. They serve a perfect place in further back rows where 
sav in a Tortoise formation, they work well enough to deflect projectiles So if you are plan- 
ine on bJng on the frontline, try to avoid using cardboard. However, if you catch yourself 
early i„ a day where you predict a shield will come in handy, this type is simple and quick 

enough to build. 

Construction: 

Option 1: The most basic variety is a relatively 
large panel of a cardboard box, at least 24 x 24 
- enough to cover your face and upper torso. ^ 

Then with two strands of rope, or a good deal of 
string, affix handles as per the above positioning 
instructions by punching holes and tying knots 
at the ends so the ropes don't slip through. If 
you have the chance, add some glue to the area 
the rope slips through to prevent tearing where 

the knot might be ripped out. I dash ln Prague . Sept , Z6 . aw 

ffiS'”,touche*,r. cardboard, use .mail steps along the 
nerimeter and in the center between two full size panels which will give the shield at least a 
re™or «d”„ngd,. Even it. baron hi,, a shle.d is mostly air on the mstde. 

stuck inside the box. If you are surging forward, that weapon will ^ " 

vnu have lust rendered it ineffective. Additionally, a tall box (of at least 8 ) has a trame tnat 
when hTt head on will dent, but not break. The dangerous disadvantage » that you lose 
manv angles of deflection, meaning that a baton may hit the side of your box. slide forwar 
and still strike you. But it does have many disorientating possibilities. An option I have not 
' olobablv^nough though, Into is .flixlng an open box on a larger base, serving a dual 
hrnctlmr of comalrdng a ba'ton and deflection. (Really this could all jus, be a bad concept. 
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but I’m not yet sure.) 
Soft foam shield: 


A simple design for a super lightweight and quick to make shield that is to use soft foam, 
such as the kind found in chairs and soundproof padding as a core. You should be able to 
find a fairly large sized block, which can then be cut to size with a knife or scissors. If the 
foam is less than two inches in thickness, consider doubling it up. You will also want a piece 
of card or tack-board for the front. This sort of shield looks very non-offensive and is quite 
cushy if possible bodily harm is a concern to you. 

Construction: 

Once you have the size of the core correct, duct tape your board surface to the front. 
You will have to punch holes through the entirety to position your handle. The best option 
for that is rope or any sort of firm strap. Other than that, there is very little to this design. 

Plexiglass shields 



Plexiglass is a highly versatile material since it can be cut and manipulated, and is 
fairly lightweight. Home improvement stores sell plexiglass in a variety of sizes. One could 
cut anything from a small one-armed shield, to a massive multi-person shield wall. The only 
draw back is the lack of flexibility means that not only are rounded shapes near impossible, 
C a n sna P easil Y- order to sustain baton or projectile blows the shield 

would have to be at least a 1/2" in thick¬ 
ness. If the material does not come that 
way, it can be layered and glued with a 
mixed epoxy, super glue or glue gun. 

Some protesters that have seen this 
shield employed maintain that it also has 
a disarming affect on police psychology. 

police officers who are unable to see 
an individual infront of them seem to lose 
their sense of personal rage against indi¬ 
viduals. 

Construction: 

_Plexiglass can be roughly cut with a 

Two giant plexiglass shields envelop police in Italy, March 17. 2001. hand-saw. but a band saw is much pre¬ 
ferred. If you lack an electric saw, consider drilling multiple holes in a line and snapping 
off the excess. Hopefully you can acquire the size you want right away though. 

A good idea for added reinforcement, especially if your shield is extremely large, is to 
affix planks of wood along the oblong sides. A full frame of wood will help that much more. 
Just remember that wood adds a great deal more weight. Wood can be affixed either by 
strong wood glue, or more easily, screws or bolts. 

For the handles, remember that plexiglass is a hard surface and you will want 
padding under the place where your arm will go. Leather straps or ropes can be easily 
affixed by tying them through holes made with a drill. Again, wood helps to add stability on 






the points where your handles connect to the plexiglass. 


Hard foam core shield: 

One of the more difficult to make but longest lasting and versatile construction meth¬ 
ods is to use firm foam core boards, possibly wrapped with fiberglass. These can be made 
to any desired size and thickness. Plus, the foam core is easy to carve, allowing you to shape 
rounded edges into it. 

Construction: 

Foam core is most easily obtained as blue insulation foam boards that are sold cheap¬ 
ly at hardware stores in thicknesses usually under an inch. Purchase enough to allow for 
double or triple layers. Make sure the plastic covering it comes with is removed too. After 
you cut the shape, be it circular, tower or the like, use a glue or liquid cement to sandwich 
layers together. 

If you wish to make your shield more durable and not subject to cracking in half upon 
first impact, consider epoxying an added layer of fiberglass cloth to the front. Most glues 
won t stick well to foam core and fiberglass, so a mixed epoxy is necessary. This is obtain¬ 
able at any hardware or home goods store, usually as auto or boat repair kits. Make sure 
you know the sizes needed ahead of time. This should be cut after you have shaped and 
rounded your foam core. Then epoxy along the edges and center and attach one to both 
front and back. You can trim extra cloth after all has dried. 

At this point your handles can be attached. You will probably need a drill, or a 
corkscrew to dig out a firm hole. This style should be thick enough to accommodate firm 
metal handles with screws and wing nuts as well as simple ropes. Remember that since this 
is a firm shield, you will want protection for your knuckles or a groove in the shield where 
your knuckles would be placed. 

Improvised backpack shield: 

In a pinch, simply placing a flat piece of plywood, layered cardboard or tagboard in an 
otherwise empty backpack can make a small sized two-handed shield. The idea is to max¬ 
imize the surface area, which should garner you something approximating 15 x 12 given 
an average backpack size. You will have to remember to cut the board(s) down to a size that 
fits before the day of action. 

The added advantage of this is its complete concealability. Apart from the rough cor¬ 
ners, it would be hard to judge what your backpack is truly going to be used for to an out¬ 
side observer. The downsides are pretty clear though. Not only is the shield of small size, 
the straps are too large to be very practical to use in a one-handed manner. One way to 
remedy this is to use a piece of soft rope or another non-chaffing material and wrap your 
forearm in place on the backpack strap. Otherwise, use the backpack in a two-handed man¬ 
ner. 

Banner shields: 
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Banner shields are group shieldswhich are used to maintain marching cohesion and 
can be the frontline for a push forward if need be. Otherwise, they serve as fantastic med- 
dage boards. 

A banner shield requires only ample cloth or a tarp and hard plastic tubing to main¬ 
tain to provide the skeleton. The banner should be wide enough to go from chin to ankle. 
The banner is wrapped along top and bottom and then stapled or taped over the tubes. Then 
to prevent the lower portion from swining into shins, epoxy other tubes or cut wood to give 
it a stronger frame. This is all optional however, as only the top bar is really critical, but 
consider a rigid full frame and using tarp if you expect projectiles to be fired. 

The length of the banner should be no more than half of a street length. This allows 
a hinge in the middle of the formation to create a wedge if need be. Banner shields carried 
on the sides encourage tight cohesion and can be swung up front if they are needed. 
Remember though that such a hinge in the middle also makes it the weakest point and 
emphasis should be placed on having people crowding behind to cover that. 

Ti P : Is your found-object shield too small? A garbage can tower shield might not fully 

extend down your legs - a choice place for police to fire and bounce projectiles at. A small 
one or two foot extention of plexiglass can be screwed into the bottom of your shield. To 
make sure that the plexiglass doesn’t snap at first impact, consider bolting pieces of 2x2 
wood down the sides for added durability. 


Other shield concepts: 

All in all, most anything can easily become a shield so long as you adapt it to your lik- 
I n 8- There are some materials you would wish to avoid, such as wood due to its weight. Also 
metal, specifically lightweight aluminum seems like an immediate choice, it is expensive, 
very difficult to work with and can be painful to the bearer should it wind up jabbed back 
into your face. 

Yet anything you think that will be lightweight, firm and easy to affix handles to will work 
fine. An old thumbtack board or plastic tabletop you might find in the trash would do fine. 
Shield construction is all just a matter of the time you are willing to put in it, or dumb luck 
as per what you might find. 


Other Equipment 

Helmets: 

Helmets are a critical part of any defensive tactic, be it a shield wall or a simple and open 
direct action where attack is a major risk. As police forces have regularly demonstrated that 
they do not follow their own guidelines of avoiding blows to the head, a helmet is an impor¬ 
tant piece of protection. 

Unfortunately a helmet is too tricky a piece of equipment to make appropriately, that you 
will have to acquire something pre-made. 

The most basic helmet with the minimal amount of protection is a construction hat. 
These can usually most simply be found in a toy store, provided they are large enough. 
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Wadded newspaper inside will he.p 

bike or motorcycle ones. Thrift stores should tave^ setecron ^^ 

are a little expensive. 1 

The ultimate option, 
although quite conspicuous in 
transporting are military hel-!p 
mets. Modem helmets are 
made from Kevlar meant to 
stop a bullet. These are 
extremely costly and not neces¬ 
sary. What can be acquired 
quite cheaply are surplus steel 
helmets, often of foreign make, 
that are sold in military sur¬ 
plus catalogs. Do a web search 
for military surplus or mili- 
taria, or otherwise ask a local 
army surplus store for cata- Helmets. 


'“ 6 F„r personal protection o solid helmet is probably Ur, nnos. impor»„. rbing on, can bring 
to a demonstration after a gas mask. 


Improvised body armor: 

For body armor, w, am l-siclly ft 

LSvSaS body promotion that can b, employed. or tb.r. 

is the more complicated s «;g m f" ted a few pairs of long underwear, sweat suits 

The first is simply added main draw back bom is the 

- b, sw,a„n B „ k ,. * *—- 

the time. . ^ t nnrrna ii v worn For example, life preserver 

vests ^k —Cra^nriX over your cbes, and back. Foo.bai, and otber 
sports padding is obviously another option. 

Basic body armor: 

„-is S!=:ss;^»a- 

als. Even densely rolled newspapers or c o es >can simply by wrapping por- 

lf you have enough material, a make sh.ft suit can bemaa^ P ^ tQ cover your 

tions and taping them together with duct tape amls chest an d back. After that, 

most exposed and vulnerable parts. ese wou ^ though, the first thing you should 

cover your legs and stomach area ^ - ded u value your skull more than the fear of 
£S “K « » nsing P a large shield and l e.l preny secom. conside^ 
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padding your upper back side and arms for they can still be struck if you are attacked from 
the sides. 

To keep the padding better in place, consider affixing it to an undershirt, then wear¬ 
ing another piece of clothing over that. Additionally, scour thrift stores for used sports pads. 
Cheap shin pads can usually fit high up on your arms, and other items such as foam splints 
work as improvised armor as well. 

Lorica Segmentata: 

Keeping in step with our reversion to ancient technologies we can find a cheap means 
of making segmented body armor. The segmentation means that you don’t have to be adept 
in shaping parts or even being very careful, for you can attach new parts as needed. This 
also allows for a degree of versatility to only cover certain body parts that you may think are 

CnUCai Lorica Segmentata. which basically means a hardened and segmented sheath for the 
body, is simplest to construct using hard and thick, but cheap and still malleable plastic. 
A good source for plastic that is pre-shaped with a curvature are pickle buckets, like the 
kind that can be taken from the dumpster of a McDonald's. 

First of all, prioritize the type of armor you think you’ll need. As a shield bearer, you 
will probably want protection for your upper shield arm(s). Following that, covering for your 
other arm and then both shoulders is important. From there the chest and backside are 

should follow given the amount of material you have. 

Construction of a lorica pattern is basically subject to the amount of material, you 
have, skill and luck. Since we really don't care how it looks or if its perfectly uniform we 
don’t need to have a set pattern. The one key thing to keep in mind is that each individual 
section should be only covering a single moving part of your body. For example, a piece 
should cover only your chest area and not impede the movement of other parts such as on 
your shoulder and upper arm. 


Construction , ._ 

To begin and not take the half-assed route, you should use a tape measure to determine 

the length or the parts you wish to cover. The width of parts that will go over your arms 
needs only to be long enough to wrap around a bit. Of course, this can all be done by sight 
and parts that are too large can always later be cut or shaved down. Next use a small 
toothed saw or a heavy-duty cutting scissors or the like to cut out the rightsized portions. 

Then, place the portions into an oven, baking at a high temperature of about 400 . Wait 
until it warms up substantially, but try to avoid melting it. Then, while still hot. use oven 
mits to shape your pieces. Generally you wand flatter portions for your chest and back, and 
rounder portions to cover parts like arms and shoulders. For ease in binding, use a thic 
wooden dowel to obtain a more uniform shape. Remember that your shoulders shape dif¬ 
ferently along the length, so be sure to leave more room on the side closest to your neck. 

While still warm, drive an awl or other sharp item through two or three holes on the si es 
of your pieces. The holes need to be wide enough for string, or can be smaller if you use wire 
ties. Otherwise, wait until the pieces are cool again and use a drill. If you have a chest or 
back armor set that is made up of many smaller pieces, you will probably need holes on all 

four sides to make sure it stays in place. . 

Next, you fasten your lorica sections together, using any strong material you wish. I his 





can range from thick string, to actual grommets connected by leather. If you are just mak¬ 
ing arm pieces, be sure to leave enough slack so you can tie your armor t.ght so .t stays m 
place. If you are making a full armored set that will cover shoulders, arms and chest/back, 
you can fasten the pieces tightly and securely together and slip the set on over your hea 
You will still want a loose string at the bottom of arm portions to tie them down. It is prob¬ 
ably easiest to stand as a model and have someone else custom tie your pieces to the con¬ 
tours of your body. Presuming your armor was made without much pre-planning, you will 
probably have large gaps between pieces. The key here then is to position your pieces so 
key parts are covered, such as shoulder bones, diaphragm and other sensitive part . 

Remember in fashioning your armor that deflection can count as much as contour 1 ' 
tings You can either spend time meticulously shaping a piece to fit snugly over your shoul¬ 
der or you can lay a roughly flat piece on it and have edges over hang. Make sure the over¬ 
hang isn't so much as to impede arm movement though. 

Finally, for added protection (and much comfort), you can add strips of foam, or even 
glue styrofoam peanuts to the underside of your armor to soften blows. Soft padding ripped 
from chairs and sofas are ideal for this. Otherwise, just add a layer of garments underneath. 




Part IV: 

Group movement situations 


Understand your target and your position 


The police are much easier to predict than most people fear. Too often, the paranoia 
of being surrounded occurs in situations where the police are fairly static in their positions. 
Is your target a building that the police are surrounding in full force? Have they left the 
streets outside of that perimeter free to protesters or do they have roving columns ready to 
strike? Have you completed your objective of blockading a conference and the police are try¬ 
ing to break through your formations? Are you just having a spontaneous street party and 
don’t know when, if or where the police will show? 



Answers to these questions seem simple and obvious, yet too often mobile protesters 
do not have a clear picture of what the situation is like and communication has broken down 
too much. Issues like this are what drove armies to have set hierarchies thousands of years 
ago, and in the framework of avoiding set leadership, communication is our only answer. 

Before the day of action, you should already know what to expect. Also pay attention 
to what the police are intending to do or what extent they want to go to. Is it a city that has 
sworn off using projectiles? Is the event you are demonstrating at, such as an outdoor 

*swearing-in ceremony, a place where the 
police are afraid to use tear gas? Have pre- 
'^Svious police actions demonstrated their 
intention to make sweeping arrests or do 
they only pick off stragglers? 

While its critical to always be on your toes 
and never trust the police to operate in a 
:ertain way, there are always warning 
signs you can look for. If an empty bus 
appears, then you can expect sweep 
arrests. If a squad of bike police disap- 
|aeared in another direction, they are prob¬ 
ably out to outflank you. 

[Conversely, always be ready to exploit your 
pwn successes. Too often protesters, 
unready for a success or a hasty police 
retreat will merely remain in place and not 

_____ i>eize their gains. Sticking your neck too 

route m rnuaaeipnia split up protester, August l.ZUOO. far out can be dangerous, but that's when 

its crucial to have the protection of the masses following up behind. 


Movement in a shield wall 

For typical movement when not immediately in a confrontational position, you should 
still be at the ready. Traditionally defensively aware marchers have linked arms to prevent 
individuals from being nabbed. While carrying a shield in a wall formation, the threat of 
this is probably much less. But if necessary, persons using one-armed shields can use their 
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free arm to grasp the shield arm of the adjacent person. This becomes problematic with dif¬ 
ferent-handed people however. Furthermore, this tactic should not be employed when in a 
confrontation so as to allow freedom of movement for the shields. 

The critical aspect to moving in any 
shield wall formation is unison. While 
demonstrators would discourage any indi¬ 
vidual to marshal a march, a form of 
‘Mjarganisation is necessary. Unless it is pos- 
l *^*sible to prepare and practice these tactics 
ahead of time, the best way is the use of 
simple commands that can be shouted 
[(examples below), including warnings of 
what is ahead for those who cannot see. 

For keeping tight in a march at any 
[pace, the best method is a drum near the 
front (a drummer in the back won’t know 

A S hield wall is s et up in prepaadon lor protests in Genoa. July ajui. 1 w ]? at f is 8 oin 8 on we “ en ° u 8 h ) ° r the callin 8 

3 off of steps ("1, 2, 1, 2...). Given that most 
marching routes will be pre-determined, directions should not be a major factor - apart from 
the tendency to lose formation when making turns. Should the shield wall be freely roam¬ 
ing or have loosely laid plans, calling out for slow turns is important ahead of time, espe¬ 
cially since intersections are where a shield wall or any march is most vulnerable to 
ambush. 



Scouting 

A system of scouts is critical to effectively moving a shield wall, especially when it is 
unknown where confrontation is to be expected. This does not necessitate a series of out¬ 
post necessarily, although that would be useful as well. What a mobile shield wall needs is 
eyes, which should be on at least all four comers of the march. Bicyclists or possible reg¬ 
ular-looking pedestrian scouts can cover their own angle of view and operate half of a block 
to a full block ahead watching their respective side. Communications should be kept with 
one or more people in the shield wall - presumably in the second row - who are known by 
others to be in touch with the scouts so that they will be given some priority in emergency 
situations. 

Proper scouting afield can also relay information concerning vehicular movements, such 
as extra police units arriving in APC’s, cars or vans. Another good warning sign is empty 
buses used for detaining large numbers of protesters. 

If there are multiple targeted locations where the march is trying to head (such as try¬ 
ing to breech the perimeter preventing access to a public area), scouts are crucial as to 
informing which location would be best given shifts in the police strengths. 

Barriers 


Metal inter locked barriers are the typical means of blockading marches by the police. 
When a shield wall approaches a barrier it must be opened or knocked down prior to pene¬ 
tration by the wall. If police protection of the barrier is minimal, people in the back rows 
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should be called ahead to remove the barriers so that the shield wall does not lose its cohe- 
sion in the act. 

If police are present behind the 
barrier and safe from an advance, 
the shield wall should advance close! 
enough so that people reaching fro 
within the wall can pull it down, 
the police resist the movement of a 
barrier, persons in the shield wall 
should try to advance so that their ■ 
shields extend over the barriers pro 1 
tecting hands that are pulling it 
down and 

knocking away those of the police. 



Splitting formations 


Protesters appropriate metal barrios in Cincinnati on November 16.2000. 


The tendency for demonstrators to seek safety in numbers somet.mes prec^des w.se tac 
deal decisions. When safety is just as guaranteed with your march spi t m two ton it 
would be almost foolish not to split into two shield-wall covered marches tha^ keepin^con¬ 
tact Simply put. a shield wall of 1000 people rushing a barricade on a street that is 60 feet 
wide will probably leave some 800 people standing around not helping because of a lack o 
space. Your odds improve the more the police are thinned and caught f h 

The most effective thing a shield wall can do is confuse authordfesias^toTheMart ofth 
march To that end having one or more factions split up and take different routes will thro 
a police operation into disarray. Because the police arerestrictedto 

cere and their commands (at least while maneuvenng) if your march splits while the snaa 
owTng I^Hce forcTonly has one officer among itself, it cannot break in two to follow both 

8r °A P shield wall should consider the possibility of splitting up tactically only when 
enough shields. This can be judged knowing if forming a testudo lateron might 
but if not. than only a few rows of shields and the perimeter andrear in 

mass of 1000 shields isn’t going to be any more effective as a shield wall tojMOJJ^^ 
mind if vou might end up in an open space like a square or a park where the potential wiotn 
of your wall may have to grow or your density of shield might be important to e en ag 

Knowing when to split up also depends on the local situation, but is definitely most effec¬ 
tive when trying to breech a perimeter that has multiple entry points. The police work ona 
system offerees. sending more officers to points that may be or are >n troubleSo.ftwo 
barricades are rushed simultaneously, the chances of one or both succeeding is sign 

' y ^main question is then, when can you split? A good rule of “for safety with a 
march is that there are enough people to cover slightly more than one 
necessary to prevent being boxed in from two intersections at once. If numbers are aouDie 
this xh7n spotting up is not only feasible but a very smart move. Also, keep in mindI that 

S odd. of geSnl blxod In a dp g^.dy ***** whan »». 

walking along different streets as the police have far more repositioning to do and are prob 
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a biy spread too thin if they didn’t expect your move. Multiple shield walls roaming a city 
also provide far better coverage for affinity groups that may wish to perform more danger¬ 
ous operations. 

Retreat 

So should a situation come to this and the possibility of arrest or extreme caution 
becomes necessary, it might be time to beat a retreat. 

Historically, retreating armies suffer the worst losses. The same is true in demon¬ 
strations when people break and run in fear. While there is no real practical means of 
teaching people to avoid this panic, a few cool heads can save the day. The first critical 
thing a person can do in this situation is to yell "Don't run!" as the first fear should be 
stampeding other people - a horrible and demoralising possibility. 

The shield wall then in the frontline must act to play rear guard, which can be done 
by walking backwards at a good pace. If needed, a one-armed shield holder can brace him 
or herself by gabbing the arm o the person next to them. Calling out with "Hold the line! 
may also help in keeping cohesion. 

This should also provide physical and visual coverage for those who may have 
taken "illegal" actions and are a target for police forces. It also will provide grounds for 
those that find it critical to use projectiles to stem the police onslaught. 

This type of situation is the most difficult to maintain cohesion during, but arguably 
the most important. If individual police officers are allowed into protester lines, they will 
begin arresting and beating those particulars. A shield wall that is maintained can save 
scores - but always remain wary of being boxed in at such times. 

A scout in the rear can be used to determine which direction the retreat should take 
as well as to observe when it is safe to stop. 
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Part V: 

Shield Wall Formations and Tactics 

Setting up your formations 

The only way to guarantee maximum effectiveness of the variety of shields and body 
armor employed is that every affinity group uses similar equipment as much as possible. 
Since rows are set up of one or more affinity groups marching together and it is in no one's 
interest to break up affinity groups, it would be foolish to have some people in your group 
arrive with massive shields, and others with just a helmet. 

Once converging, everyone participating in shield wall formations can agree among 
each group as to who goes where. Groups with inner tube or tower shields will be urged to 
be near the front or at least highly exposed. Remember this isn’t a demonstration of heroics 
- it is a matter of practicality as to which affinity groups are in the front because they are 
helping to defend the entire march. By visual consensus it should not be hard to deter¬ 
mine who should position themselves where, unless certain groups do not feel comfort¬ 
able near the front. Remember that DIY equipment is made to be disposable, and swapping 
equipment might be an important function of solidarity even if you labored for hours on your 
particular shield. 

Formations 


Wedge Charge 



This method, requiring much coordination*^ 
is derived from a classic Viking method of charg-i 
ing. It requires a good deal of discipline, not top; 
mention an awful lot of courage on the part of the j 
person in front. This method also requires the| 
space to make for a near running charge to pro-' 
vide maximum disarray and psychological intim- . 
idation against opponents. 

A wedge will have one or two persons ini 
front, using the two-handed method with asj 
large a shield as possible. The two lines that foi l 
low to the right and left of the focal point slight1 
ly angle their shields to the outside direction I 
Once in position a countdown to a charge shoulc|_ 

be given and the charge should be made at a A classic v-shaped viking wedge formation, 
quick pace of short steps to keep tight, as full sprinting will lose cohesion. 

The wedge works by focusing on one point and pressing upon it while the two angled 
sides deflect forces attempting to aid the one point and widening the breech. It also keeps 
a degree of cohesion for those attempting to break through. A normal flat line of attack may 
open a hole in one or two places, but they are difficult to expand upon and to even notice 
for reinforcements to converge upon. 

Another advantage of the wedge is that if a person in the lead is about to be naobed. 
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there is immediate support behind him or her to pull them back away from arrest. It is 
then critical to remain close to the person in front of you. A wedge need not be more than 
7-11 persons across or about 4 persons deep. Extra bodies can be used to fill the inside of 
the wedge, and form a solid line behind it - although at the ready to push through the 
breech. 

Pulse charge 

This is another method that takes discipline, and planning ahead of time. It probably 
is too complicated to be considered, but it’s included for the concept anyhow. The pulse, as 
the name implies is a series of quick and short engagements that are just as quickly broken 
off. This should work to throw the police off balance and catch them by surprise when the 
real push is made. If pre-arranged, such that 3 pulses will occur before the real press, then 
simple shouting commands will work. 

The difficulty is being able to disengage - as people behind you may not be aware of 
your methods. A possible effective manner is to use only one line of shields, having a few 
people behind to ask the rest of the crowd to wait until the final real charge. Otherwise, 
this is probably a move too difficult to coordinate. 

The Echelon Charge 

Similar in effect to the wedge, but easier to set up, the echelon also works in a defen¬ 
sive manner. It is set up such that a given wing of the shield wall is extended ahead, slop¬ 
ing down to the other side of the wing, like the shape of a guillotine blade. Each person 
stands slightly behind and to the side of the person in front. 

The principle behind this tactic is to turn the flank of a cordon of police and execute 
a breakthrough there. Traditionally, this is done on the right wing of the shield wail, turn¬ 
ing the left wing of the police formation and for the sake of preparation, it is a good idea to 
keep this as a standard - unless the police have caught on of course. To add to the effect 
of pressing one comer of the opposing line, the weight of added bodies should be added to 
this side. 

In effect, the one edge pushes through on one comer, turning the flank while the other 
end of the echelon advances enough to keep those police at bay. Hence the weight pushes 
through one side and the other wing of the police is helpless to come 
to their aid. This method not only breaks the police line, it also boxes 
them in to a degree, forcing a very disorganised withdraw on their 
point. The confusion should be enough to deter the police from press¬ 
ing your weakened left wing. 

Alternately, if an echelon is too difficult to form, a simple straight 
line with added weight to one side can have a similar effect. 

Tortoise or Testudo 

The tortoise formation is the essence of the shield wall. Now while 
typical advancements may only require a front row of shields, the tor¬ 
toise formation aims to protect both the front and the top from raining 
projectiles such as tear gas canisters. A tight wall above and in the 















front can aiso protect against direct spray items such as pepper spray nozzles and water 
cannons. 

Traditionai tortoise formation dictates that the first row of shields lay theirs at ground 
level while the second row reaches over the shoulders of the first at an angle to double the 
front protection while then the third and subsequent rows protect the top. Additionally 
members on the side would protect the flanks if nec-j 
essary. 

As the tortoise was employed for protection^* 
against arrows and javelins in antiquity, it is only cru- * 
cial today in situations of situations where police pro¬ 
jectiles are thrown. As it is naturally a slow moving 
formation, it is not recommended for actions in 
defence against batons for the loss in visibility in find¬ 
ing gaps among the police lines. I 

For the purposes here, a formation with one 
front row of shields and the remainder providing ceil¬ 
ing support should suffice. As moving fast invariable 
develops cracks in the formation, move to a slow 
rhythm or the chant of "1,2, 1, 2..." A tactical objec¬ 
tive of the Tortoise is to get close enough to police 
rounds to render projectile weapons ineffective. This 
will relieve protesters in the rear of the need for flight. 

Immediately once contact is made with the police 
lines, the tortoise should break into supportive rows"" 
of frontal shields aimed at defending each other 

against baton blows. Riot police advancing in a tortoise formation. 



Square 


This defensive tactic, or a loose derivative of it should be employed when you have a 
single position to defend against imminent attack, and your numbers are rather small. This 
can arise typically when trying to block the path of vehicles in a spontaneous move. 

The traditional square was a formation the British Imperial armies would use to 
defend from massed cavalry attacks. For our purposes, it works to prevent or at least pro¬ 
long arrest even when surrounded or when injecting yourselves into a compromisable posi¬ 
tion. 

The square is simply set to face around a point with your shields out. As you are 
immobile, kneeling will provide a smaller space for the police to try to crack. In reality, you 
will probably end up with more of a circular formation than an actual square, but the idea 
is the same. And if you happen to find a stockpile of muskets, what the hell, have a go at 
it. 


Extreme self-defence tactics 

When facing an opposing force that is hell bent on breaking laws and violating 
your rights by viciously attacking you, any code of self-defence allows for extreme meas¬ 
ures. By this we mean to include the throwing of projectiles and use of bludgeon weapons 
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t„ distract and disorientate the opposit.cn so that the de 
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images and concepts as tim g criticisms at sarln@devo.com 
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the following section - "Prague-1essons learned" was written just after the 
events in the Czech capital on September 26th and before the inception of the 
WOMBLES. 

While it remains one persons description and analysis of the events, it’s 
probably fair to say it broadly represents the feelings of the individuals in 
the wombles who were with the author in Prague.Much since has been done and 
discovered in this, the first four hundred days or so of wombles actions. 

It's a steep learning curve, we've come a long way and we have a long way to 
go, but the issues touched on here are still relevent today. 


more detailed analysis of the dangers we face from the authoritarian Left are 
presented in the Schnews booklet "Monopolise Resistance", available from Schnews 
(address at back) 










vhat happened in Prague.lt is not meant to advocate one political .deology ag 

;eflection on the events leading up to S2o and on the y e home , forced ^ meet mg of 

Never let tt be forgotten that we, respons.ble cmzens of Jus planet ^ wor , d 

one of the most organised and richest institutions in the this we can be proud, 

attention on issues of global importance and we appear 8 affinIt y group, and hope that this is 

I am proud to have met and worked wrth the people who formed 
only the beginning of what could become a beautiful and unstoppable force change. 







LESSONS FROM PRAGUE 

rat S in P L- e of^r 8 fl ’ !k B '° C SpUt ° ffflrSt ’ this com ™nded being given by the 
ra^ng of Blue flagsAbout a half-a-tnile later, the next to split were the Yellow Bloc 

This led P the Pi!'rR?' re , C1 AC ‘ i0n 8r ° UP “ YA BASTA ” and their su P P oners. 

.h^ H Bl0C h r ad a , distmct t0ne and tactical aPProach.Blue Bloc was essentially what is 
S— t0 f as a “ Black ” Bloc J-e- » was made up of people who had no 

on he dav Mnln. 'TT reaS ° nmg b ° rder t0 reach the Centre.This included, 

the da> .Molotov cocktails, stones, and the construction of burning 

w “ ' mdy ” de up of ““ “* ***■ 

averse to fighting cops, have certain policies regarding the nature of such conflict No 

advance Md'retreat™“ "* P ° B ~ “* Ya ^ Ca " shols as *° -hen to ' 

t h Ya BaS ‘Tt ad K? Cl ?u that ,hiS r S their Bl0C - and while was free to support 

them, it was to be on their terms.Depite concerted efforts from some Trotskite 

elements (more on this later). Yellow Bloc remained in Ya Bastas capable hands. 





This three-pronged approaeh meant that 
dominated the mood of the day, and a 'J°J® d h ^,° P c ® used a real headache for the 

level and type of involvement. th.s rnust l h ^ hysic al]y.By intellectually'. 

police, stretching their resources wteUectually ^ V ^ ^ diverse . whlch is 

I mean that the police response to our Uthic & the police force.Bringing out 
at best difficult for an organisation chuct fr ng Molotov’s is one thing, 

— s-a baad lay. 0. wide open,« 

predicted, battle with the Blue Bloc aU-ked te B ^ have due 

Ltd were most restrained wtth the YeUowananow bridge blocked by 
to the logistics of the Yellow B oc s f j po ii C e.They probably didn t 

tanks, armoured personnel carriers mid thousands^ ^ ^ ^ dispersed .The 
need to use CS gas or baton charg J Basta may also have been a 

professionalism and obvious organ.sauonal skdls o Y a 

»1« p.B«is something we could . *» 
This appioach to demo o . from across the 

from here in the U.K.. Our rnovemen is h ghly dne - ^ Qrganlsed m a 

social spectrum getting involved.So therefore -‘fl u ffies” be fluffy, let the 

as well as tactically. 

TO AFFINITY AND BEYOND. 



On a personal level.one of the most inspiring aspects of my time in Prague was my 
participation in an Affinity group.I m an active hunt sab and have been for years, so 
the idea of being part of a small-knit group of people who know and trust each other 
intimately with a common objective in mind was nothing new', except for it’s context. 

An affinity group is basically a group of people who come together for a 
demo/action for reasons of security and practicality. .An affinity group can act as an 
autonomous unit within an event with a set of agreed-upon objectives in mind that 
complement/reflect the aim of the event in question. 

Our affinity group was tormed during the S26 Collective meetings., 
but it wasn’t until we were on the coach over that bonds grew strong, and in the three 
Jays spent in Prague before the 26 th we developed into a solid buzzing unit.This w r as 
greatly helped by the fact that we all shared the same accommodation in Prague.Late 
night discussions in the pub (12p a pint!) led to early morning skill-sharing sessions 
where we practiced self-defence, de-arresting techniques, approaches to economic 
sabotage on the day, and physically moving as a tight unit.By the 26 th . we had built a 
confident, enthusiastic group.Each member had a specific role within the unit. We had 
medics, saboteurs, look-outs, a de-arresting squad and a team co-ordinator, all agreed 
on democracticlly.Some of the roles demanded specialist knowledge and 
‘esources.The Medic’s went on basic First Aid sessions being run at the Convergence 
Centre (the activists meeting/training place in Prague, set up for S26)Other roles were 
vere discussed and clarified over and over so we all knew our jobs within the 
- /y ^oup.The boost in confidence this basic grounding gives is priceless, especially when 
iperating in unfamiliar territory. 




On the day itself, the benefits of even a little training were 
obvious.Our tight marching formation (3 rows of 4, with linked arms) ensured no-one 
got lost in the crowd.Our confidence in ourselves and each other led us to forming a 
line with Ya Basta.Our overall goal as an Affinity group was to act a a support to Ya 
Basta. and this we achieved effectively, acting as one of four lines in Ya Basta s 
formation.We were prepared for CS/tear gas and police baton charges, neither of 
which actually happened in our immediate area.Because of this, our skills and 
strength as a group weren't as stretched as they could have been.Nevertheless. I 
cannot underestimate the value of affinity grouping.If we seriously intend to tackle 
some of the most organised and resourceful Institutions on this planet, in the shape ot 
the IMF. World Bank, Media. Police, Government etc.,then we seriously need to 
organise ourselves, irrespective of whether our direct action is going to be peaceful 
our otherwise. 



THE REVOLUTION WILL NOT BE BOLSHIVISED... 

To begin with. I would like to emphasise I’m not interested in sectarianism between 
various factions within our movement, nor do I wish to belittle other s merely because 
their beliefs differ to mined am firmly of the opinion that if our movement is to move 
in the right direction then we have to give each other space to disagree, on a practical 
as well as a theoretical level. What I loathe is people attempting to force their opinion 
on others, regardless ot how good these opinions may seem .It is an unfortunate aspect 
of many left-wing groups that they will attempt to control events at a demonstration to 
suit their own ends, and seem quite prepared to use people as cannon-fodder while 
thev lead from the back.Both these things I saw occur in Prague. 

As I have already mentioned, the Yellow Bloc was organised by, 
and principally for, Ya Basta and supporters of Ya Basta. A tightlv organised 
movement, Ya Basta act as something like a huge Affinity group, taking responsibility 
for an aspect of the events they attend.In the case of S26, it had been arranged (openly 
and publicly) well in advance that Ya Basta were to attempt to take the bridge leading 
directly to the Conference Centre.Operating under certain policies (i.e. no missile 
throwing), they welcome supporters and media, on the understanding that it’s Ya 
Basta who co-ordinate the day .As it’s Ya Basta activists who are on the front line, this 
seems to me to be reasonable and to be respected. Anyone seriously disagreeing with 
their choice of manoeuvres on the dav c tv™ ^ for-,— m 





It was with disgust, then , that I saw members of Trotskiyte groups (many oi whom 
had taken the coach over with us and with whom I had chatted to) behind Y a Basta 
physically pushing unaffiliated people forward at random, snarling at them to go to the 
front line.The people who they were picking on were not dressed for a riot situation 
and clearly did not wish to move forward, nor was this the desire of Ya Basta at that 
time.Members of the affinity group that I was with proceeded to explam that what Ya 
Basta wanted was space between the front-line and the lines behind it to allow room 
for retreat in case of CS gas attack. All the Trots seemed to care about was shoving 
people forward, causing a real crush at one stage.They cared nothing for the danger 
they were putting people in and it was telling that for all their cries of w4 Move 
Forward”, all of them remained at the back.This forced Ya Basta to form an extra line 
behind the frontline to stop people being unwittingly pushed forward into the ranks of 
those doing the fighting with the Police.The Trots backed off and disappeared when 
we as an affinity group, and others, told them to clear off. 

Individually, many of these people are okay and I’ll have a certain 
amount in common with them.As organisations, these groups tend to jump on die 
bandwagon of popular movements and attempt to manipulate them to their own 
ends.Notice they way their few members bring along hundreds of placards with a 
slogan and their parties name on them.They hand these out to people who have no 
connection to their party to give the impression that they are numerically strong. 


We mustn t forget that these people's agenda is to take control of the state, not to 
destroy it. They are Governments-in-waiting, however noble they claim their 
Government would be. 
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"A message too to those who think a rjot shield or prison sentence wil pro¬ 
tect them: 

Jpe anger dosen't fade believe me, not for a moment, not by a long way. 
Some of us fight to keep alive, some of us are alive because we fight, either 
way the battle is one & the same.. As one riot cop said in court when justify¬ 
ing the need to get his gun out & start shooting people, "they kept coming, 
we couldn't stop them". Remind me again why we do this, remind me again 
why all this is fucking worth it. 

The creative urge is an indestructable urge - we know what our anger means. 
We are dangerous people not simply because we desire freedom, but because 
we desireTt together. 

These are the criminal activities of the working class, these are the crimes 
that we live by. In the words of Bobby TBS "a troublemaker's what you made 
me" (Anything else would be a crime). If we're not causing trouble, we re not 
doing it right. This is everything we are. This is all we have. 

\ 

And I'm proud as fuck to be a part of it - the travelling circus, the whispering 
conspiacies, the deafening global roar, all the chaos & wonder, courage & 
warmth, never once, in the face of brutality & murder, doubting itself, the 
madness & togetherness, the desire & danger & damage done. The fearless¬ 
ness with which we continue to grab at life. When you dare the world to be 
special, the world will respond... They kept coming, we couldn't stop them. 
THIS is what our anger means. 

Humanity is not the future you try and create, the future is the humanity you 
refuse to let go of. 

We hold it all in our hands..." 

Paul Robinson, GotPenberg Prisoner 


i.v_ - • t iiLt i.j ji .'i U.r.'Z. 




Ir 


September 2000: having experienced the delights of Section 60 orders in London on the N30 and Mayday 2000 actions, many anti- 
authoritarians went to Prague with a sense of foreboding. But the explosive power of the diversity, courage and ingenuity of the 
demonstrators in that city galvanised a new sense of confidence and faith in themselves. 

Through joining the battle on the bridge with the white overalls, chasing around the valley below, dodging the blast bombs in the ma 
square and creating effective affinity groups, some questions had to be answered. How to create effective actions in the UK, how to 
confront increasingly repressive police tactics, how to protect ourselves and each other from state violence. One of the answers was t 
form the White Overalls Movement Building Libertarian Effective Struggles. 

The idea was simple. A large padded, well organised block using protective shields, formed as a barrier on mass actions that could be 
capable of repelling attacks by police. 

The constant challenging of ideas and perceptions and traditions has led us to 
become a diverse group of individuals involved in many different issues all united 
through a horizantal organisation, direct action and a desire to fundamentally change 
society. 

We initially wanted the wombles to be an anarchist/libertarian communist organisa¬ 
tion with new ideas and to continue developing ways on how we could support 
struggles for social change. 

Our openess on our idealogical background made us distinct from the white overalls 
movement in Italy as they had created it not to be specific to any tradition,but for 
‘civil society' to legitimise civil disobedience against institutions they saw as illegiti¬ 
mate. With this new movement a new language was also bom, which came from a 
‘legal philosophy', a people's legality that could communicate to an institutional 
legality. This process went hand in hand with the particular development of the italian 
white overalls/Ya Basta! movement. To legitimise their actions they continously de- 
legitimised their enemies actions, therefore creating a clear form of struggle, mani¬ 
festing itself in most cases in mass demonstrations against detention centres, bio¬ 
technological conferences, transnational business conferences essentially the infra¬ 
structure and support systems of the new world order of capitalist globalisation. 

These were some of the aspects we attempted to try out here in the UK to varying decrees of success. The tactic, social centres, inclu- 
sivity. 

In Italy where there is a strong social base of radical activity, primary revolving around institutionalised and non-institutionalised 'social 
centres’, there was already a culture of resistance that in many cases were cross-generational, something in the UK [apart perhaps 
from old mining communities] we had lost. This proved difficult in terms of mobilising 'civil society' due to the lack of connections 
peole had with radical activity. 

We therefore attempted to occupy empty builings initially for the purpose of having a space to organise and then to create a social 
basis and service to the local community. We found that the nature of our actions affected the safety of liberated spaces and have led 
to several places being prematurely closed by police. The combination of political activity linked with social activity in the context of 
creating social centres have proved to be difficult in this current climate. 



We never had any ‘official’ connection with the white overalls movement in Italy, nor did we thought it was neccessary to considering 
our belief in an autonomy of action and that we had developed from our own political culture in the UK. There was also many criti¬ 
cisms of Ya Basta! which made up a large proportion of the white overalls movement, mainly the hierarchical discipline and authori- 
tarism on actions. This was seen first hand in Genoa at the G8 actions where some Ya Basta! stewards attacked anarchists and people 
who smashed a few windows near there march. Whatever view you have of property damage, it is completely unacceptable to physi¬ 
cally attack other comrades who have other ways of attacking capitalism. There has been a continued dis-association in part with ele¬ 
ments of the white overalls movement after Genoa but the aspects which we are trying to develop here in the UK are still as relevant 
as a year ago. The creation of a social basis connected with radical activity, the de-legitimisation of capitalist institutions 
through education and direct action and the self-critical nature, therefore non-dogmatic outlook to political and social activity. 
Underground, Overground, Wombling free! 



SEPTEMBER 2000 

26 Sept White Overalls affinity group joins the Yellow Bloc to 
World Bank meeting in Prague, Czech Republic. 


Shut down international Monetary Fund and 


"I have learned over the course of Dur 
existence that without a social basis or 
connection with a community, wherever 
that community manifests itself, any 
attempt at attacking the insitutions of 
capitalism will result in a propagation of 
a ghettoized movement". 


14 Oct 1,000 leaflets distributed at Anarchist Bookfair about the 
need for protection on demonstrations. 


20 Dec Mayday 2001 mini-conference at the Button Factory in 
Brixton, London. Groups from all over London and UK attend to 
organise Mayday. 



16 Jan 10th anniversary of bombing of Iraq action at Parliament 
Sq with various 'non-violent' civil disobedience groups and Samba 
band. Parliament Square blocked for an hour. 12 W.O.M.B.L.E.S. 
form a line and give some protection from police attack. 


11 March Invasion of Nike Town, London in solidarity with the 
striking Nike workers in Mexico and the Zapatistas struggle for 
autonomy. 30 people dressed in white overalls are joined by 50 
activists and other passers-by for the action. Nike Town closed 
temporarily. 


Basta' Collective W O W| 9 B.L.E.S., L@s invisbles-Madrid. Surprisingly most new white overalls groups starte 
from PragS^ow blL and are composed of anarchists alienated from ’traditional' anarch,st politics. 


APRIL 

21 April Sale of the Century 
public meeting attended by 
over 80 people. In the lead up 
to Mayday, heavy media expo¬ 
sure and various visits from the 
fuzz creates a need for a public 
meeting to explain what the 
W.O.M.B.L.E.S. are and what we 
propose to do on Mayday. 

22 April Public Civil 
Disobedience workshop at 
Hyde Park. Film crews, Forward 
'Intelligence'Teams [F.I.T.] and 
giant bunnys attend an open 
workshop on tactics. 


Mv understanding of the Wombles was that it was a simple anarchist organisation, 
iowever clearly it seems to be more complex then for example the anarchist federation 
>r the SWP. I have noticed that some of the Wombles are perhaps more hardline in th 
marchism then others. The problem I have is that all Marxist and anarchist organisations 
end to become hegemonistic in their discourse thereby promoting some kind of a pure 
xoletarian culture which is based on class homogeniety thereby ignoring or at least rele- 
wtinq the reality of cultural, ethnic or religious homogeniety. This can lead to ignorance 
which is a disease rampant throughout both the left and the right within the framework 
western Orientalist culture. The Zapatistas are challenging this hegemonistic ou look 
and are a revolutionary movement which acknowledges the reality of class struggle but 
does not seek to abolish culture or religion, namely the traditions and customs which or- 
mulate the basis for the Chiapanecos way of life. Hence the Zapatistas have r e def,ned 
there cultural and religious traditions in a revolutionary way with regards to Mayan folk¬ 
lore. and Christian Liberation theology thereby combining it with revolutionary and anti¬ 
capitalist politics. People are what they are, and with regards to religion, it is clear that 
it is important to the Zapatista communities and has provided freedom, liberation and 
some sense of self realisation. 


"No one has the right to tell you what to do. If some 
one pushes you around, (If all attempts at polite remon- 
stration have failed) then you push them back. So go 
on, fucking hit me. I’ll let you. You'll get knackered, and 
i’ll get stronger". 


27 April Mayday Convergence Centre opened by 
W.O.M.B.L.E.S. underground crew. Over a hundred people 
attend it over the four days that it was open. Included 
talks and workshops from NEFAC [North American 
Federation of Anarchist Communists] who talk about 
their experiences in Quebec anti-FTAA actions. 


MAY 


1 Mav Mayday Monopoly. Decentralised autonomous actions all over the capital. Hundreds of thousands of 
people decide^ to stayhome for fear of being impaled by samurai swords most mam «ree^ clear of al. traf¬ 
fic £20 million worth of economic damage [i.e. no one bought anything!]. 20 W.O M.aL.E.S. along with a 
thousand Tong crowd attempt to break people out of Section 60 orders. Several hundred escape, most 
don't [oh well!] 


JUNE 

2 June Solidarity with Mayday prisoners called by WAR and 
W.O.M.B.L.E.S. as opposed to the globalise resistance liberal fetish 
of sueing the Met police. Banners read "End state repression" and 
"release all prisoners". 

2 June W.O.M.B.L.E.S. Day of workshops. Over 70 people attend a 
variety of workshops on tactics, politics and future actio, u. 

5 June Action against corporate media. Affinity group action to tar¬ 
get certain corporate media offices is foiled by dozens of police. 

Idea of the action was to respond to social criminalisation of dissent 



p^t!)oir or Hogue?' 


on Mayday. 


7 June Boycott the elections - part of the Vote Nobody campaign. Affinity group take to the streets and 
spend election day handing out hundreds of Vote Nobody leaflets. 


15 June Anti-EU action in 
Gothenburg. White Overalls ’civil 
disobedience' action to shut down 
the EU summit. Pre-emptive strike 
by police arrest majority of White 
Overalls groups and confiscate all 
protective gear. The rest is history, 
many of our friends have now 
been sentenced to 1 to 2 1/2 years 
in prison. 


"It’s easier for the WOMBLES to define our concerns than it is our politics: a subject 
of perpetual discussion. 

In conception and origin, the White Overalls movement distinguished itself from 
other movements in electing to abandon ideologies, thereby eschewing the potential 
for restrictiveness, repression and alienation incurred by rigid adherence to political 
doctrine and dogma. 

While we do not consider ourselves to be a carbon copy of Tute Bianche. (and 
aspects of our social context make this unrealistic) I consider this feature to be cen¬ 
tra! to the White Overalls philosophy of inclusivism. 


18 June Solidarity with 
Gothenburg prisoners. Solidarity 
picket at Swedish embassy. First of 
several held while comrades are 
being tried. 


29 June March against Racism and 
Police Brutality, Tottenham. Small 
contingent of people dressed in 
white overalls turn up to the 
march after being invited by sever¬ 
al organisations, hearing about 
Gothenburg and our stance against police brutality. 


Unlike other unnamed comrades, we are able to recognise the value of, and neces¬ 
sity for, a drive towards unity-in—diversity; of approach, strategy, politics and philoso¬ 
phy. "White is the sum of all colours" as the Italians frequently observe. We can be 
said to epitomise the rich and vibrant spectrum of the global movement for free¬ 
dom and equality, against authority and repression. 

As such, the WOMBLES are informed, but not bound, by diverse political, philosoph¬ 
ical and ideological influences. Open minded, intuitive, and willing to absorb what¬ 
ever is valuable or relevant. 


Our structure is non-hierarchical. so every individual’s ideas are equally welcome 
and valid. Our similarities unite us in a common struggle; our differences perpetuate 
our evolution, engendering adaptability, spontaneity and creativity. 




"My feelings about the wombles are that they are anti capitalist and anti 
authority and is essentially a group of people with different desires and 
different backgrounds who support these two ideas, when I put on a white 
suit (I will only consider myself a womble when I wear white), it will only 
be to support these two ideas and for whatever reason the specific demo 
happens to be. 

The Italian White Overalls, the Tute Blanche .. .how do we relate in terms 
of symbolism and identity? To me it is clear: from a historical perspective, 
we are based upon them, draw strongly from them for our inspiration. Yet 
we are also based upon the Zapatistas and the Ya Basta network - no 
matter that we are not a formal part of their network and we don't sub¬ 
scribe or donate financially towards the struggle in Chiapas. There are 
more ways than one of subscribing - to ideas, political philosophies, good 
will and healing, peace love, kindness and looking after each other." 


JULY 

7 July W.O.M.B.L.E.S. picnic, Wimbledon. 
About 50 people attend picnic on 
Wimbledon Common supported by two 
riot vans with FIT scurrying about. Cops 
distribute leaflets to local community 
warning of baby-eating anarchists; 
WOMBLES welcomed into local pubs! 

19-21 July Direct action against G8, 
Genoa. Mobilisation of people interestec 
in the civil disobedience bloc for Genoa. 
20 people from the W.O.M.B.L.E.S. go to 
Genoa including [arrghhh!!] an under¬ 
cover Telegraph journo! 


19-21 July Close down detention centres. 

Campsfield. Solidarity action for Genoa against G8 and Campsfield. Heavy police presence leads to camp 
being evicted and plans generally beingn buggered. Day of Action turns into a Day of Walking around 
Oxford. Many heated discussions on what went wrong, what went right; hopefully many lessons learned. 
About 40 people dress in White Overalls; many new people [they can't all he journalists!] 


27 July Invasion of Italian Consulate, Cardiff. Splinter action by white overalls in Cardiff temporary occupy 
Italian Consulat. 

28 July Invasion of Benneton, solidarity with Genoa. An affinity group invades Bennetton at Oxford Circus 
while others hand out leaflets and hold a massive ’Castrate G8' banner outside. Much support from people, 
due to heavy media coverage and natural outrage at what happened in Genoa, who need no explanation on 
why we are protesting. 

SEPTEMBER 2001 

11 September Disarm DSEi arms exhibition, London Docklands. 

A fiesta for life against death, included a pink and silver carnival, a critical mass cycle action, and actions 
from London, Bristol, Cardiff and Sheffield WOMBLES. Even as we defended ourselves from police violence, 
the events in New York brought the whole issue of arms, state violence and the day-to-day oppression of 
ordinary people to the fore. The cops get jittery.... 

30 September Gatecrash Labour's Party, Brighton Labour party conference. Organised protests and blocades 
against the representatives of state sponsored British capitalism. In a complete cop over-reaction, five 
WOMBLES were arrested for wearing white overalls. 

7 October US and British bombs and missiles start to fall on the 
people of Afghanistan. With "No War But The Class War", 
WOMBLES took part in a series spontaneous actions to remind 
the state that their violence will not go unopposed. 

13 October Anti-War demo, London. Tens of thousands march 
against violence, hate and militarism. In solidarity with the people 
arrested in Brighton for wearing white overalls, and to show that 
we were not cowed by their repression {OK, and to wind the cops 
up} a gang of WOMBLES donned some overalls, dragged surveil¬ 
lance pigs through the streets and joined in with diverse groups 
against the latest capitalist aggression. 




Contact ts 


Phone: 07960 973 847 

Email: wombles@hushmail.com 

Website: www.wombleaction.mrnice.net 

Mewswire:www.wombleaction.mrnice.net/newswire 

To join our email list please send a blank email to: 

maydaywhiteoveralls-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

We have weekly open meetings every Wednesday, 
8pm at: Sebbon Street Community Centre, Sebbon 
Street, Islington, London I\I1 [nearest tube Highbury 
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Schnews 

PO Box 2600, Brighton 
East Sussex BN2 2DX 
01273 685913 

schnews@brighton.co.uk 


London Reclaim The Streets 
PO Box 9656 
London N4 4JY 

020 7281 4621 

rtc@pnaoc.org 


Do or Die 


Peoples Global Action (PGA) 

against the WTO and neo- 
1ihm 1 ™ aHnn - wwwapg.org_ 


c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Pi. 
Brighton BN2 2GY 

doordtp@yahoo.co.uk 
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Vaming - gangs of black-clad troublemakers, often wearing helmets and armed 
vith shields and sticks, have been hijacking events at recent demonstrations, 
rhese people are extremely violent and recently admitted to being “institutionally 

acist”. 
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